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Introduction 


WZ N LNs HE music in these volumes is classic. It has, however, been no aim of the editors to 
é collate merely classical music. While the finest composers of piano music are 
here representea, those who are masters simply of technique have been excluded. 
It has been too often thought by those who should know better, that good music 
is that which is learned with difficulty and thrown aside with pleasure. The 
editors hold that music displaying perfection of form and structure is not 


necessarily difficult to play; that, on the contrary, many of the most priceless 





compositions in the musical world are played with ease and facility by comparatively 
inexperienced pianists. While, therefore, the selections on these pages exhibit the 
widest range of style and subject, the narrow gate through which each has passed has been the test of 
proved popular appreciation. 

There will be found here waltzes and mazurkas for the home, operatic themes and popular 
melodies adapted to those who are especially fond of melody, many easy pieces for young pianists, and 
a full representation of the best salon music. A large collection of classics of a more serious and weighty 
nature, which have formed the basis of musical culture in every age, has been carefully prepared from the 
best editions. 

Music teachers will discover in these volumes material of much value. More than one desirable 
novelty has been introduced. Many of the pages will, it is hoped, suggest precisely the pieces needed to 
solve a difficult problem of instruction. The young folks, and those whose musical training has not been 
sufficient to give them a sustained enthusiasm for the art, will have their flagging interest revived, and will 
return to serious study with more ardor than before, after playing such old favorites as the ‘‘ Turkish 
Patrol’’ and ‘‘ Chinese Serenade.”’ 

Grieg, Tschaikowsky, and the Romantic School ; quaint classics like the ‘‘ Harmonious Blacksmith ”’ 
and Martini’s ‘‘ Gavotte,’’ and such popular music as the ‘‘Chant du Bivouac’’ and Gottschalk’s ‘‘ Last 
Hope,” have equally their place in this series. Much of the music introduced here has never been sold 
before except in sheet form. Many pieces by Gottschalk, Richard Hoffman, Wallenhaupt and Wallace appear 
for the first time in a collection of this sort. ach volume contains also a number of copyrighted novelties, 
as well as several original pieces written by our best American Composers, and not to be obtained in any 
form whatsoever outside of these pages. 

For the music-loving world this work has been devised, designed and executed. ” 
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INSTRUMENTAL SELECTIONS 
Volumes I.-V. 


In order that THE WORLD’S BEST MUSIC may be rendered more thoroughly convenient for practical use, the editors 
have prepared for the instrumental volumes a graded index, in which the selections are arranged by groups according to technical 
difficulty. There are six of these groups, designated respectively as Easy, Moderately Easy, Medium, Medium to Moderately 
Difficult, Moderately Difficult, and Difficult. The primary purpose of this arrangement is to assist players in the selection of 
compositions within their ability. It also provides material for sight-reading; so that, for example, a player who is able with 
practice to render pieces of the Medium grade will find selections for performances at sight in the preceding Easy and Moderately 
Easy grades. The groups described above correspond throughout to the six grades under which are classified the pieces for progressive 


study composing Volume V. (Instrumental). 
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VOL. PAGE VOL 
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PNT GEER MEMOS DISS Cay eects ter orelat sock aioli: SisusafsSuecsuere Saya are Se 112765 Parade, March——luichners)) hee ei eee nee eene 5 
Book of Gold, The—Streabbog.................0000 o ) 11235) Peace at: Hivien—— Reinecke. sei tee ee eee 3 
Child’s Play (Tdndelet)—Behr.................000- Salli 27s Petit, Bal) Polka—-Behra..4 er socio eee eer ee 5 
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Chorus from ‘‘Iphigenie in Aulis’’—Gluck.......... 2 s93Te |) Rondo—Clementi-y..1.., 00056.) eeen ae ee eee eee 5 
La, Wee Goer Rigas AIRS Cot CREME ROR Cc Re NCCE MRE ORR HG 5 1109 | Silver Lake Waltz—Anonymous..................-- 3 
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invihe: Month sot May—Behr. cisco cccccs esos ene 5 1106 Spanish Dance—Anonymous...................-+--- 3 
Di Gitsl © ps pe TT OTN ANETTA, 555i cayrore fa fav's: 9 4 0 s0ve)ihv ss «) ore Suate\ 6s s ctievase 4 1065 Spirit, Waltz—Beethovenln 2 a eaereetie eeeee G 
Little Story, PAR OCSEON Ey cece farcverace era's ale teal sreveraua a piecs es 5 1121 Von Weber’s Last Waltz. Sis so, 0 fevaionsAap Meks tate ey oe eee tee 3 
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Petit Carnaval—Streabbog............. IGbGa50 gapebc 5 1127 MEDIUM. 
rryOL MEMO KOs ctr 6)o1-) 5% aise ea) < ere atisis, cls tiene sip iorsieiele 11937) eAiridueDauphin——Roeckele ements 3 
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Under the Lindens (Unter den Linden)—Sartorio.... 5 1125 | Cradle Song—Hauser................ sess eeeeeneee 3 
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MODERATELY EASY. Death Song—Mendelssohn.............5......-008- 1 
Always Good-Natured—Giese...........++-++eeeeees 5 1163 | Dorothy, Old English Dance—Smith................ 5 
Cavatina from ‘‘Crociato’’—Meyerbeer............-. 4 1088 | Farewell to the Piano—Beethoven.................. 5 
Chinese Serenade—Fliege............eeceececcrcees 1, 138°) “Fashions?” Capmce— Weiser ..).teete ter ele ie 2 
Cinquantaine, La—Gabriel-Marie...........+++++++5 1 1167 Mower Song —Wan ceri ce icctiere tele nit-c a enter Tecre 3 
Doll’s Dream—Oesten.:...-...0ccceccrscereesceree 5 AON Horest: Brook, A-—Gauschalsterrenmrr- raters inane 5 
Early Morn—Lanciani.........--.+-eeeeee reece 4 1069 | Funeral March of a Marionette—Gounod............ 1 
Evening Star Waltz—Lanner..........++--++ee++e++ 4 1066 | Galop from ‘‘Orpheus’’—Offenbach................ 1 
Canine —ehOle seco cod eho God b nago M0 aoiund.o He Ondo ood 4 LOGS Gavotte—POppetan.; ewe oniue: clgeiueatert ct erecta 2 
Good Night—Loeschhorn.........---++eesseeeeeeees 5 1154 |) Gavotte Moderne—Tourss 22 oc -scetelularreisalelielae elie 4 
Joyful Wanderer—Wolff.......---.+--seeee serene es 5 1132 | Gavotte—Martini......... eve ete tee eee 4 
Knight of the Hobby-horse—Schumann..........--- 4 1071 Hornpipe Polka, The Smithimarayerees ites eter 5 
Little Romance—Schumann..........-e+++ eee reees 4 395 | In the Mill— Gillet... ares Davee sere eGlancr os ohare epee ege 3 
Little Wanderer—Lange.......--.++eseseeeresreees 5 1144 Longing—Sehulz-Weida Pali Se ero ta er tat eioicas Wate a 56 3 
Long, Weary Day—Streabbog.......---+-++-esee005 4 940 | Love Not Quickstep—Browne Ise nun d oy odegelotonetarh Seeley 3 
Marche Facile—Rummel........----+s+seeeeetcesee 5 1138 | Love-Song—Schulz-Weida........ Bae eae 3 
Martha—Flotow-Krug..........-s+ see ce seeeeeeeces 5 1159 | Love’s Dream After the Ball—Czibulka............. 1 
Mignonette—Lichner............. secrete eee e eects 5 1150 Mandolina—Langey awn Od. dia Glogko matcae shatter see een 1 
Minuet from ‘‘Don Juan’’—Mozart.......+--++-++- 8 566 | May-Song (Maienliebe)—Schulz-Weidé.............. 1 
Morning Prayer—Streabbog....-.-+seeeeeeeeereeree 5 1135 | Menuetto from Symphony No. 9—Haydn............ 4 
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MEDIUM—Continued. 
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